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On the very morning of the battle Bulow was still
at Li&ge, and of course had not received the much
more urgent orders despatched to Hannut in the
full expectation of finding him there. The same
adjutant who had ridden to Hannut had then
dashed like mad through the whole night to Li&ge.
When told that Blucher was on the very point of
giving battle at Sombreffe: "My God, why was I
not informed of that before?" was Btilow's cry.
He started at once on a forced march, but it was
too late. The battle of Ligny was over before he
even arrived in the neighbourhood.

Through a despatch sent from Hannut Blucher
already knew, on the morning of the i6th, that he
could not count on the assistance of Bulow's
corps; but from another direction he had every
reason to hope for efficient aid.

On the previous evening at seven o'clock
Muffling, a member of Blucher's staff, deputed to
act as his representative at Wellington's head-
quarters, had written from Brussels that the news
of Napoleon's attack on General Zieten at Char-
leroi had just arrived, and that the Duke had
determined to assemble all his troops "at the
rendezvous."

So soon as the moon rises [Muffling continued],
the reserves will begin their march, and. if the enemy
do not straightway attack Nivelles the Duke will be
in the neighbourhood of Nivelles to-morrow to support
your Highness; or should the enemy have already at-